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SENATOR Griff, asked the Minister representing the Minister for Health and Aged Care, 

upon notice, on 29 March 2017: 

 

With reference to the World Health Organization (WHO) which is currently working on the 

latest edition of the International Classification of Diseases (ICD-11) , and the Australian 

Collaborating Centre under the auspices of the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 

which is coordinating Australia's part in the latest edition: 

 

1. Can the Minister request that the Joint Task Force responsible for steering the finalisation 

of the next edition of the WHO International Classification of Diseases to confirm the date by 

which the Topic Advisory Group for Neurology will release its proposals for the 

classification of the ICD-10 G93.3 legacy categories: post viral fatigue syndrome, benign 

myalgic encephalomyelitis and chronic fatigue syndrome, for public scrutiny and comment. 

2. Can the Minister confirm the date by which comments on their proposals will be required 

to be submitted for the consideration of the Joint Task Force. 

3. Can the Minister detail what the Australian Government is doing in terms of research into 

and treatment for post viral fatigue syndrome, benign myalgic encephalomyelitis and chronic 

fatigue syndrome. 

 

 

SENATOR NASH – The Minister for Health has provided the following answer to the 

Honourable Senator's question: 

 

1. The World Health Organization (WHO) has released its classification of the 

International Classification of Diseases (ICD)-10 code G93.3 legacy categories (post 

viral fatigue syndrome, benign myalgic encephalomyelitis and chronic fatigue 

syndrome) in ICD-11; they are classified in the same way as they were in ICD-10. This 

classification is visible in the draft of the ICD-11 that is available for comment on the 

WHO’s ICD-11 website. WHO has advised that the final classification in the   ICD-11 

will be decided based on an extensive scientific review.  

 

WHO has been managing the development of ICD-11 with the advice from advisory 

groups including the Topic Advisory Group for Neurology and the Joint Task Force. 

The Topic Advisory Group for Neurology ceased operations in October 2016.  

 

2. WHO has advised that comments on ICD-11 can be provided by anyone at any time 

through the ICD-11 website. Whilst the deadline for such comments to be made for 

consideration by WHO in the finalisation of ICD-11 for its release in 2018 was           

30 March 2017, comments can be made after that date for consideration for future 

updates of ICD-11. 

 



3. The National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) has provided            

$1.6 million of research funding towards myalgic encephalomyelitis, chronic fatigue 

syndrome and other related fatigue states (ME/CFS) collectively since 1999.   

 

NHMRC has created an online pathway for community and professional groups to 

propose ideas for health research topics and questions, which NHMRC may develop 

into a targeted call for research to invite grant applications. A targeted call for research 

is a one-time request for grant applications to advance research in a particular area of 

health and medicine that will benefit Australians. A submission on ME/CFS had been 

received through this pathway and is under consideration.  

 

NHMRC staff are also in communication with the ME/CFS Action Group to discuss 

ways evidence based diagnostic and treatment advice can be adapted and applied in 

Australian clinical practice.  


